ANIMISM
Paul duChaillusays that the natives of Ashango-land looked on his watch as a mighty spirit. " It is alive," said an Arawak to Brett the traveller, when shown a pocket compass; and the Bushmen thought that Chapman's big waggon was the mother of his smaller ones. The Esquimaux believed that the ships in Boss's Expedition were alive because they moved without oars ; and Sir Joseph Hooker frightened some hill tribesmen with his spring measuring-tape, which they felt sure was a snake. Although the tree is rooted to one spot, it responds to every influence without. Swayed by the breeze, or smitten by the storm, it is never at rest. Murmurs are heard in its leaves, or its branches creak and writhe as in agony; sounds are emitted from the gaunt stem or hollow trunk; voices, the savage doubts not, of the indwelling spirit whose life seems permanently associated with the fixed tree. While, whatever was mysterious about it added to his fears, he would honour, as the gift of the good power, the fruit-yielding tree. Where the fermented juices, as of the soma plant, brought on frenzy; or where the fragrant tobacco44 was
44 On the use of tobacco in religious rites, see Payne, vol. i., p. 387.
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